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Quem pastores / Nunc angelorum gloria

These two songs are traditionally sung in Germany according to the ancient
custom of Wechselgesang (exchange-singing), the 'angelic' Quem pastores from above
answered by Nunc angelorum gloria from the ‘pastoral’ main choir below. This amalgam,

sung at dawn of Christmas morning, is popularly entitled 'Quempas'.

Ideally, each line of Quem pastores is sung by a different voice, or group of voices,
so disposed in galleries around the church that the 'angels’ seem to be circling above the listening shepherds below.

trad. 14th century German

English version of Nunc angelorum gloria
by G.R. Woodward adapted P.R.

Voces angelicae:

trad. German 14th cent.
arr. Patrick Russill
after Michael Praetorius
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